Ch/RVCTONBURy  RJ) 


WEST  SUSSEX  (SOUTHERN)  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICT 

Tel;  49  Viforthing 

R.H.Wilshaw,  M.D.,  M.R*C.P. , D.P.H. 

Medical  Offi  er  of  Health. 


Gentlemen, 

Annual  Report  1939 

Acting  on  the  instructions  contained  in 
in  which  it  states  that  Reports  should  be  confined  to  essential 
and  urgent  matters  which  have  affected  the  public  health  during 
the  year,  especially  any  matters  arising  from  or  connected  with 
the  Vifar , outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  and  measures  for  Mat- 
ernity and  Child  Welfare,  together  with  any  exceptional  admin- 
istrative measures  taken  or  recommended  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  I beg  to  make  the  following  observations. 

STATISTICS  1939 
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The  population  as  given  by  the  Registrar  General  on  which 
the  Birth  Rate  is  calculated  is  17,500,  and  that  on  which  the 
Death  Rate  is  calculated  is  18,440.  The  factor  for  correction 
is  0.79  which  gives  a corrected  Death  Rate  of  9.6. 

EVACUATION 


On  the  outbreak  of  War  approximately  2837  children  and  Mothers 
were  evacuated  to  Chanctonbury  Rural  District  from  vulnerable  areas. 
During  the  last  three  months  of  the  year  the  presence  of  these 
children  caused  no  appreciable  increase  in  the  incidence  of  in- 
fectious disease.  In  September  three  Sick  Bays  were  'established, 
at  Pulborough,  Storrington  and  Henfield  , for  the  reception  of  Sick 
Evacuee  children.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year,  93  such  children 
received  treatment..  The  Henfield  and  Pulborough  Sick  Bays  have 
since  been  closed. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


were 


During  the  year  the 
notified: 

Scarlet  Fever  (inc, 
Di^heria  ( *' 

Pneumonia 
Tuberculosis 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Y/hooping  Cough 
Dy  sentry 
Erysipelas 
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HOUSING 

No,  of  new  houses  erected- during  1939 1 ^ 

By  private  enterprise  ' 69 

- Sy-  -Loo-al--  -Aut  hor  tt  y - - • 0 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  ' 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and 
— ■ ■ • ; Housing  Acts)  523 

. -■'-......No-,  in  inspe^ions  purpose 1365 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in 

a state  so  dangerous  and  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  hab- 
itation,   0 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  S.rl.IFLES  OF  MILK 

No.  of  Samples  No. complying  No.  failing 
Taken  • with  standard  to  comply 

with  standard 


Tuberculin  Tested  1-1 

Accredited  15  10  5 

Ordinary  25  19  6 

(of  the  ordinary  Milk  which  failed: 

5 passed  Methylene  Blue  Test  but  failed 

Conform  Test 

1 failed  Methylene  Blue  Test  but  passed 

Conform  Test)  ... 

\<Vhere  the  results  were  not  satisfactory  appropriate  action  was 
taken. 


WATER 

Regular  routine  samples  of  water  from  the  public  supplies  at 
Storrington,  Nutbourne,  Uashington  and  Steyning  were  taken  during 
thejyear  and  proved 'generally  satisfactory. 

Routine  samples  were  also  taken  from  the  private  supplies 
at  North  Stoke,  Highden,  Parham,  Beeding  and  Wist on.  At  Highden 
and  Beeding  several  results  were  unsatisfactory.  In  both  cases 
however,  these  were  traced  to  defects  in  the  resevoirs  which  are 
being  attended  to. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION 

I have  had  complete  reports  I'rom  the  Sanitary  Inspectors, 

Mr. Brockway  and  Mr. Burrows  as  in  former  years,  but  as  these  are  not 
required  I do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  amplify,  any  further  beyond 
stating  that  Mr. Brockway  made  5^95  inspections  as  compared  with  7083 
in  1938)  aud  that  Mr  Burrows  total  no.  of  inspections  in  connection 
with  buildings  was  852  as  compared  with  903  in  1938,‘ 


RECORDS 

All  records  including  statistics  supplied  by  the  Registrar  Gen- 
eral are  being  carefully  preserved  in  order  that  after  the  termination 
of  the  War  a Report  can  be  made  dealing  more  fully  with  the  period  from 
the  beginning  of  1939  to  the  end  of  the  last  complete  year,  so  that 
Annual  Reports  may  as  far  as  practicable  be  continuous  and  complete, 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant 
R.H.V/ilshaw. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

To  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Chanctonbury 
Rural  District  Council. 


